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Chapter 1: 
Introduction
What is a Comprehensive Plan?
A comprehensive plan is, at its broadest level, 
a shared vision for the future of the Town of 
Pittsford. The Comprehensive Plan provides 
direction and guidance for the future of the 
Town. Included in the Plan is a series of goals and 
policies developed for the purpose of directing 
and accommodating future growth within the 
Town. Lastly, the Comprehensive Plan provides a 
legal basis for zoning codes to be implemented. 

The Plan articulates an overall vision for the 
Town and the means to achieve the goals and 
objectives set forth. The process for and the 
contents of the Plan are consistent with New 
York State Town Law 272-a, which defines a 
comprehensive plan as:

“the materials, written and/or graphic, including 
but not limited to maps, charts, studies, 
resolutions, reports and other descriptive 
material that identify the goals, objectives, 
principles, guidelines, policies, standards, 
devices and instruments for the immediate and 
long-range protection, enhancement, growth 
and development of the municipality. The 
comprehensive plan shall…serve as a basis for 
land use regulation, infrastructure development 
and public and private investment, and any 
plans which may detail one or more topics of a 
comprehensive plan.”

According to New York State Town Law, the 
comprehensive plan must be adopted by the 
Town Board following a public hearing. The 
approval process, however, does not preclude 
future review and amendment. The vision 
and policies contained in the Plan should be 
perceived as flexible. As the conditions upon 
which the document is based upon change, 
it is reasonable to assume that its contents 
may need to be changed as well. The Plan is 
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intended to serve as a guide for the next 10 
years. However, this Plan should be reviewed 
regularly to gauge progress on implementation 
and perform needed updates. 

Development of a comprehensive plan is 
an iterative process. Circumstances and 
the community’s priorities change. The 
Comprehensive Planning process gives Town 
residents an outlet to bring all stakeholders to the 
table. In addition, adopting a Comprehensive 
Plan improves opportunities for funding. When a 
Town has clear, agreed upon ideas for the future 
of its community, funding agencies are more 
likely to fund its initiatives. 

The Update Process
The 2015 Comprehensive Plan updates the Town 
of Pittsford’s Comprehensive Plan of 2009. This 
update is intended to account for changing 
conditions as well as projected trends such as 
economic factors, demographic characteristics, 
development activity, infrastructure conditions, 
and land uses characteristics.  This update 

focuses on special topics of interest to the 
community, including preservation of scenic 
vistas and open space, access to parks and 
trails, as well as the potential impacts of future 
growth (local and regional) on the town’s 
transportation system and character.   

An up-to-date comprehensive plan is an 
important tool to encourage the appropriate 
type and scale of future development, as well as 
efficient delivery of public services that preserve 
qualities valued by Town residents. The planning 
process, in its most basic form, encompasses 
three major activities: (1) understanding 
the present state of the Town (i.e. existing 
conditions), (2) identifying the Town’s goals and 
vision for the future, and (3) determining the best 
way to achieve that vision. 

The process for the 2016 Comprehensive Plan 
was initiated to provide the community with 
an opportunity to participate in the creation of 
a comprehensive plan to guide the future of 
the Town. As every good comprehensive plan 
should, this Plan builds upon the community’s 
strengths, addresses its weaknesses, capitalizes 



Pittsford Comprehensive Plan - Introduction 3

on opportunities and identifies the threats to 
the overall quality of life. The plan accomplishes 
this by establishing a community vision and 
identifying policies, objectives and action 
items that address numerous issues related to 
improving the quality of life for residents. 

Community Engagement 
Community engagement and support 
is an important way to ensure successful 
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan.  
Providing opportunities for residents to contribute 
feedback and ideas encourages investment in 
the future direction of the community and long-
term support for the Plan itself. To that end, the 
planning process for the 2015 Update included 
a variety of opportunities for engagement, 
summarized below: 

Steering Committee 
The Town of Pittsford convened a Steering 
Committee to help guide the planning process, 
provide expertise and a variety of perspectives 
on the issues and topics identified during 
the process. The Committee was comprised 
of representatives from businesses, local 
government, as well as individuals from the 
community at large. Committee members 
represented diverse perspectives from within 
the town and served as means of building a 
supportive group for the planning process by 
promoting the project, assisting in identifying 
key stakeholders, and inviting colleagues, 
neighbors and friends to the public meetings. 
The Committee was involved in all aspects of 
the development of the Comprehensive Plan, 
including: identifying key issues to be addressed, 
facilitating public input, and providing 
continuous review of all components included 
in the Plan. Over the course of the planning 
process, the Committee met six times. 

Meeting attendees generate ideas during a visioning session 
at public meeting #1.

Town Supervisor, William Smith, welcomes the community to 
the visioning workshop.
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Stakeholders 
One-on-one and small group interviews were 
conducted with key stakeholders early on in 
the planning process to help provide feedback 
about specific needs and opportunities. 
Stakeholders were identified with assistance from 
Town staff and the Steering Committee and 
included representation from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, expertise, and interests: business 
owners, property owners, residents, historic 
preservation, St. John Fisher and Nazareth 
Colleges, senior citizens, bicycle/pedestrian 
interests, and developers. Stakeholders were 
asked about the Town’s strengths, challenges, 
and reasons they live/work/own a business in the 
Town. 

Public Meetings 
Community-wide meetings were convened 
to give residents a chance to learn about the 
update process, share concerns, and provide 

feedback and ideas for the Town’s vision and 
Future Land Use Map. 

Meeting 1 Summary:
Approximately 75 community members 
attended this meeting on November 5th, 2015 at 
the Pittsford Community library. The purpose of 
the meeting was to give attendees the chance 
to participate in an interactive visioning exercise. 
Through this exercise, community members 
created a “Rich Picture” of their vision for the 
Town of Pittsford in ten years. 

Meeting 2 Summary:
Approximately 35 community members 
attended this meeting on March 30th, 2016 
at the Pittsford Fire Station #2. The purpose of 
the meeting was to provide information about 
land use and design best practices and to 
enable community members to offer feedback 
for future land use and design in the Town. 
Attendees provided feedback at five different 
stations which focused on residential growth 
and development, commercial growth and 
development, community character, open 
spaces, and other miscellaneous topics. 

Promotion  
A project-specific website was created to 
provide a central location where residents 
could download maps and other relevant 
documentation. The website also included 
project updates, meeting announcements, and 
meeting summaries. www.pittsfordplan.com.  

In addition to website updates, the Town mailed 
notices about upcoming meetings and included 
updates and meeting information in weekly 
newsletters.
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Supporting Local Plans and 
Studies 
Planning is an ongoing and iterative process, 
meaning plans should be periodically updated 
as conditions and goals of the community 
change. Likewise, it is important to have an 
understanding of previous plans, as they provide 
an important foundation for future planning. The 
Town has been proactive in its planning efforts to 
date, completing a variety of studies, plans, and 
reports that set the stage for implementation. 
The following section includes a brief summary 
of the plans and studies most relevant to this 
update. 

Sanitary Sewer Master Plan - 1990
This master plan identified 25 community sewer 
projects to improve the Town’s overall system. 
The projects chosen either relieve capacity 
problems, provide relief for septic system failures, 
serve dry sewer areas, eliminate the need for 
additional septic systems, serve more than one 
basin, or enable necessary upstream projects to 
proceed. 

Greenprint For Pittsford’s Future - 1996

The “Greenprint for Pittsford’s Future” was 
created as a strategy to preserve a significant 
portion of open countryside in Pittsford, 
accounting for approximately 67% of 
undeveloped lands (at the time). The Greenprint 
included an inventory of natural and scenic 
resources in the Town and recommended 
specific actions for resource protection, 
including purchase of development rights (PDR) 
on 1,200 acres, as well as incentive zoning 
and the “50/50” requirement on another 800 
acres. (The 50/50 provision in the Town’s Zoning 
Ordinance is applied to developments taking 
place on parcels larger than 10 acres and 
located in the RRAA zoning district. The 50/50 
zoning requires that a minimum of 50 percent 
of the usable land on the parcel becomes 
conservation land, while the remaining 50 
percent may be used for the development.  

Southwest Area Sanitary Sewer Study - 1998
This study identified the most efficient ways of 

providing public sanitary sewer service to the 
southwest area of the Town of Pittsford.  The 
study notes that sanitary sewer upgrades should 
be constructed to serve the developable 
property, but should not encourage 
development beyond approved densities and 
locations. The study highlights the needs for 
upgrades that minimize future operation and 
maintenance costs borne by the Town. 

Monroe Avenue Design Guidelines - 2002
The goal of these guidelines is to improve the 
appearance of the commercial corridor along 
Monroe Avenue. The Guidelines focus primarily 
on that portion of Monroe Avenue extending 
from the gateway at the Pittsford-Brighton 
border south to the Village gateway at the 
Erie Canal. For each section of the corridor, 
there is a specific set of architectural and site 
design guidelines that govern the physical 
design and layout of the area.  The goal is to 
transform Monroe Avenue into a “Main Street” 
that presents an attractive setting. In general, 
the guidelines encourage traditional pedestrian 
friendly design, with buildings to be sited close 
to the street line and entrances facing the 

The Greenprint for Pittsford’s Future helped to protect 
over 2,400 acres of lands in the Town, through purchase of 
development rights and open space set-asides within new 
residential developments 
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street. In addition, the guidelines encourage 
new developments to incorporate sidewalks, 
plantings, benches, bike racks and other 
pedestrian friendly features.  

South of Thruway Update to the 
Comprehensive Plan - 2004

In response to concern about potential growth 
patterns in the area south of the New York 
State Thruway, the Town prepared an update 
to the Comprehensive Plan to address that 
area specifically. The area is rural in character, 
containing farms, homes, and portions of 
Mendon Ponds Park. The plan recommends 
low-impact development that blends visually 
with the surrounding park lands and countryside. 
The plan recommends changes to the 
Town’s zoning code that would incorporate 
conservation design principles, such as allowing 
higher densities in exchange for open space 
preservation.

Erie Canal Local Waterfront Redevelopment 
Program - 2004

The Town and Village completed a combined 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP) 
and generic environmental impact statement 
(GEIS)  that addresses revitalization of the canal 
waterfront. In addition to guiding private sector 
projects along the canal, the plan suggests 
community waterfront enhancement projects. 
These projects include improvements to the 
canal trail system, potential open space and 
recreation opportunities, as well as addressing 
key community infrastructure needs such as 
traffic safety improvements and additional 
public parking. 

Comprehensive Plan Updates - 1999 & 2009
The 1999 Comprehensive Plan Update provided 
a framework for the preservation of the Town’s 
environmental resources, agricultural lands, 
and open space. The 2009 Comprehensive 
Plan Update included a vision to create “a 
community working together to preserve the 
past and pioneer the future”. The 2009 Plan’s 
major goals were broken into three categories: 

The most recent update of the Comprehensive Plan 
occurred in 2009. 
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(1) Land Use, (2) Transportation, and (3) Parks 
and Recreation. Under the Land Use section, the 
Plan identified growth, build-out and preserving 
the Town’s character as the plan’s specific 
goals. For Transportation, the Plan identified 
limiting capacity improvements, reducing the 
impacts of regional growth and increasing 
the walkability and bicycle facilities within the 
Town. Lastly, the 2009 Plan identified improving 
access to parks, trails and interpretive facilities 
as key priorities. The 2009 Comprehensive Plan 
Update created strategies that would ensure 
the identified goals were achieved. Priorities 
included (1) updating zoning regulations in order 
to balance renovations, infill and lot partitions 
while still ensuring that the Town’s character is 
preserved, (2) promote the Town Trail and Park 
systems, and (3)improving and managing the 
Town’s transportation network.

Historic Resource Inventory - 2016
The purpose of the historic resource inventory 
was to update the 1991 Architectural and 
Historical Survey Report and to provide the 
Design Review and Historic Preservation Board 
with an up-to-date historic resource inventory 
for use in preservation planning. The update 
identifies more than 30 historically significant 

properties not included in the 1991 survey and 
provides an historic overview of development 
of the Town of Pittsford from 1940 to 1970. 
The update includes recommendations to 
determine whether previously identified areas 
still meet the criteria for listing as local, State or 
National resources. The inventory also includes 
descriptions and maps of newly identified 
potential historic districts. 

Active Transportation Plan - In Progress 
(Estimated Completion in 2016)
The purpose of this plan is to increase 
opportunities for walking and bicycling as 
means of getting around Pittsford. It focuses 
on improving infrastructure and safety for both 
activities and on road improvements that 
take into account the interests of pedestrians 
and cyclists as well as motorcars. Findings and 
recommendations identified in this plan will be 
incorporated into the Comprehensive Plan, as 
necessary. This plan is an ongoing collaborative 
effort between the Town and Village of Pittsford.

Monroe County

Town of Pittsford

The Town of Pittsford is about 23 
square miles in size, located in the 
southeastern corner of Monroe 
County. The Town is home to the 
Village of Pittsford and is bordered 
by the Towns of Mendon, Perinton, 
Brighton, Henrietta, and Penfield. 
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Community Profile 
At 23 square miles, the Town of Pittsford 
is home to 29,344 residents and 10,819 
housing units. The Town is known for 
its high quality of life, embodied by its 
historic character,  rural landscapes, 
shopping opportunities, and excellent 
schools.
This section provides a snapshot of 
existing conditions in the Town. More 
detail about demographics, growth 
trends, and physical characteristics of 
the Town can be found in Appendix A, 
Existing Conditions.
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Key Findings: Factors that 
influence policy development 
By almost all measures described in the Existing 
Conditions Analysis (Appendix A), the Town of 
Pittsford is a relatively prosperous and stable 
community. The Town is, on average, older 
and more affluent than Monroe County and 
the surrounding region. The Town has higher 
incomes, average net worth, levels of education, 
rates of homeownership, and labor force 
participation. Residents and business owners in 
Pittsford cite numerous assets that contribute 
to the Town’s overall quality of life, including a 
highly rated school district, aesthetic character, 
historic architecture, scenic views, safety, 
convenience, and commercial amenities. 
Like all communities, however, Pittsford is part 
of a complex socio-economic region. Future 
planning efforts will need to consider factors that 
will influence future growth and development. 

Future growth. 
The Town’s growth rate has slowed since 2000 
and is projected to continue at a steady rate. 
That said, regional economic factors, such as 
loss of businesses or relocation of major new 
employers, could change this trajectory. In 
addition, major drivers of growth will continue 
to be schools, commercial amenities, 
and recreational amenities. If the Town’s 
remaining undeveloped lands were built out 
a maximum allowed densities, the Town could 
accommodate over 1,200 new residential units. 

Depending on the rate of future growth, this 
could be a 20 to 50 year supply of land. While 
the scale and timing of future growth in Pittsford 
will depend, in part, on land supply, population 
growth and regional economic factors, the 
most significant factor affecting growth will be 
local policy decisions about how the Town will 
manage its supply of remaining developable 
land in the future. 

Pittsford’s population is aging.
The Town’s population is projected to continue 
getting older, which parallels statewide and 
national trends. This means the proportion of 
town residents over the age of 55 will increase 
over the next 15-20 years. An aging population 
requires specific types of services, different types 
of housing, and more transportation/mobility 
options. Future land use and transportation 
policies may need to consider ways for the 
community’s older population to remain and 
age comfortably within the community. 

Natural resources, agricultural lands, and 
views are central to quality of life. 
The Town includes a significant supply of 
agricultural lands, natural resources, and scenic 
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views that represent a critical part of the Town’s 
character, sense of place and identity. It will 
be important for the Town to develop policies 
specifically related to protecting and enhancing 
these resources. 

The Town’s extensive network of 
conservation lands and open spaces is a 
major asset.  
The Town has over 1,000 acres of lands 
identified as open space, many of these areas 
were established as part of the 50/50 zoning 
requirement. While these lands are owned by 
the Town, they are not consistently managed 
and maintained as parks. This can limit access 
to and use of the Town’s open space resources. 
It will be important for the Town to establish 
clear policies regarding how these lands should 
be dedicated and managed in the future to 
optimize existing open space and continue to 
establish more over time. 

The Town’s historic resources are central to 
the community’s identity and character.
The Town of Pittsford has a long and celebrated 
history that is often cited as a key factor 
influencing the Town’s overall character and 
quality of life. It will be important to ensure that 
historic preservation goals and policies address 
methods to preserve viewsheds and historic 
structures, as well as policies that will provide 
guidance for development review and approval 
bodies. 

Transportation and mobility. 
The Town is committed to addressing existing 
and potential future transportation challenges 
that may impact the quality of life for Pittsford 
residents. In particular, congestion, roadway 
character, and pedestrian/bicycle safety 
along major corridors is a chief concern for 
Town leadership and residents. The Town is 
currently engaged in completing an Active 
Transportation Plan, which will include detailed 
recommendations, policies, and actions to 
related to motorized and non-motorized 
transportation.  



This page intentionally left blank



Pittsford Comprehensive Plan -Policy Framework 13

Chapter 2: Vision & 
Policy Framework
A Comprehensive Plan ties together broad 
ideas and specific activities that will help 
achieve Pittsford’s short- and long-term needs. 
This chapter includes a vision statement, goals, 
and policies, developed with feedback from 
the Project Steering Committee and members 
of the community. Goals, policies, and actions 
make up the overall framework that guides 
implementation of the Comprehensive Plan 
as well as future land use decisions. The 
components of this policy framework are 
described below:

• The Vision is a general statement about the 
future condition or state of the community.

• Goals are overarching statements that 
describe the direction Pittsford wants to 
go and are used as a basis for Town-wide 
planning policy. 

• Policies are statements of specific direction 
that expand on the goals and guide 
decisions that affect the built and natural 
environment of the Town as a whole, as well 
as specific parcels. 

• Actions are specific items that should be 
implemented in order to carry out the Plan’s 
goals and policies. 
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Vision Statement 
The foundation for the Pittsford Comprehensive Plan Update is a vision statement, as it informs goals, 
policies, and actions. As part of the Pittsford Comprehensive Plan Update, the vision was reviewed 
and refined based on input from the project Steering Committee as well as residents and business 
owners who attended public meetings. The vision statement in this section is the basis for the policy 
framework and lays the groundwork for the Town of Pittsford’s future. 

A community that embraces its unique character 
and history to inspire a livable and sustainable 

future.
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Goals 
The goals below describe the Town’s desired future direction. Four key goals form the organizational 
framework and basis for policies and actions. 

• Community Character: Maintain and enhance Pittsford’s physical character and quality 
of life by managing future growth and development, and protecting existing resources. 

• Mobility. Maintain and enhance a balanced and efficient transportation system that 
provides choices, supports the Town’s land use vision, protects neighborhoods from 
adverse transportation effects, and reinforces livability.

• Healthy Living. Increase the use of parks and open space, and promote healthy living 
through an interconnected network of parks, trails, and open spaces. 

• Partnerships. Continue to pursue partnerships and collaborative efforts with residents, 
community and business organizations, state and local agencies, and adjacent 
municipalities. 
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Introduction to Future Land Use Planning

The purpose of developing a Future Land Use Plan 
for the Town of Pittsford is to identify how, in an ideal 
situation, lands within the Town would be used over 
the course of the next decade.

A future land use plan is intended to:

• visually represent the community’s desired land 
use pattern

• identify where specific development patterns 
and types are most appropriate

• convey an overall vision of the future

A future land use plan is not intended to:

• mimic existing land uses

• follow current zoning district designations

The Future Land Use Plan both supports and is 
supported by the policies, objectives, and action 
statements within the Comprehensive Plan.

While zoning and land use regulations are tied to 
specific parcels of land, the Future Land Use Plan 
is intentionally kept undefined as it is a general 
expression of the land use vision. The Future Land 
Use pan should serve as the basis for the Town of 
Pittsford to update its zoning ordinance, but the 
refinement of district boundaries, identification of 
specific permitted uses, and the accompanying 
regulations are a function of a zoning code update.
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Residential Development
Policies 
• Focus future residential development within 

areas identified on the Future Land Use Map 
to ensure consistency with desired land use 
patterns and efficient use of infrastructure. 

• Ensure that new residential development 
contributes to Pittsford’s character through 
complementary design standards. 

• Allow for diversification of housing stock 
within the Town to accommodate shifting 
preferences. 

• Open space should be visible and 
configured into larger areas that are usable 
for passive recreation and to preserve viable 
agricultural use. 

Actions 
• Encourage cluster development as a means 

to protect the Town’s scenic views, hillsides, 
agricultural land, and natural resources. 
Revise current residential zoning standards, 
where necessary, to accommodate cluster 
development practices appropriate 
incentives to encourage them. 

• Revise current residential standards, where 
necessary, to allow for a diversity of housing 
types and sizes that are compatible with the 
existing character of the Town. 

• Amend the Town’s current cluster 
development standards to require, unless 
completely impractical, that open space 
provided to meet minimum requirements, or 
in exchange for increased density or other 
accommodations, must be situated along 
roadway corridors where it will provide the 
greatest community benefit. Such open 
space should be required in addition to the 
landscaped buffers referenced above. 

• Evaluate whether to amend the Town’s 
current cluster development standards to 
clarify, where necessary, that open space 
required for greater density must consist 
of buildable land. Land where building is 
legally prohibited, such as wetlands, steep 
slopes, and flood hazard areas, for example, 
typically does not count toward the open 

Community Character refers to the way the 
community looks and functions for residents 
and visitors. This goal category includes policies 
that relate to the location and type of desired 
future land uses, the visual aesthetics of the 
natural and built environments, and features 
that most contribute to the unique character of 
the community, such as scenic, agricultural, and 
historic resources. 

Goal 1: Maintain and enhance Pittsford’s 
character and quality of life by managing future 
growth and development. 

Future Land Use
Policies
• Use the Town’s Future Land Use Map (page 

17) to guide future development, including 
the placement and mix of uses.

• Ensure that land use patterns and decisions 
take into account opportunities for walking 
and bicycling.

Actions 
• Update the Town’s Zoning Map, as 

necessary, to be consistent with the Future 
Land Use Map.  

• Implement recommendations identified in 
the Pittsford Active Transportation Plan. 

Policies and Actions

Community Character
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Commercial & Mixed-Use 
Development
Policies 
• Focus future commercial and mixed-use 

development within and near established 
commercial areas (as identified on the 
Future Land Use Map) to preserve the 
character and real estate value of non-
commercial areas and efficiently use 
existing transportation and building 
infrastructure. 

• Ensure that new commercial and mixed-
use development contributes to the Town’s 
physical character through high-quality 
design that incorporates pedestrian and 
bicycle access.

Actions 
• Update Pittsford’s existing Monroe Avenue 

Design Guidelines and convert guidelines 
to standards, incorporating the following 
principles: 

• Develop design guidelines for the 
Clover/Jefferson commercial area, 
consistent with Active Transportation Plan 
recommendations, to ensure that potential 
future redevelopment incorporates green 
infrastructure, landscape buffers, and 
pedestrian friendly features.  Require that 
any development applications within this 
area demonstrate there will no detriment 
to traffic flow in the corridor or impacts to 
nearby neighborhoods. Encourage street-
oriented buildings; locate parking lots, 
if provided, in rear of retail and business 
centers.

• Review and, where necessary, amend the 
Town’s zoning requirements to allow for 
vertical mixed-use development along the 
Monroe Avenue Corridor, between Clover 
Street and French Road.  

• Through design standards, guidelines, or 
incentives, encourage development of 
housing that is suitable and attractive to 
seniors. 

• Provide pedestrian-scale lighting that 
illuminates places where people walk, 
such as sidewalks, walkways, and building 
entrances. Minimize glare and light pollution.

• Require that building façades have 
abundant windows and entrances facing 
the street and create a human-scaled wall 
near the lot line.

• Limit the proportion of street frontages and 
rights of way lined by parking lots, blank 
walls, or empty lots.

• Where parking lots are located between 
commercial buildings and streets, require 
a pedestrian path from the street to the 
entrance. 

space requirement in cluster development 
ordinances or incentive zoning ordinances. 

• Review and update residential design 
requirements to require landscaped 
buffers (minimum 50 feet) between all new 
residential developments and major road 
corridors, sufficient (a) to permit growth of a 
mature line of trees; and (b) to substantially 
preserve the rural or semi-rural character of 
the existing corridors. 

• Review and, where necessary, amend 
the Town Code to conform fully with 
requirements for RRSP zoning (residential 
development in the South of Pittsford) 
set forth in the 2004 Comprehensive Plan 
update. 

• Rezone existing golf courses to the 
RRAA district to ensure future potential 
development is subject to requirements that 
are consistent with surrounding residential 
neighborhoods. 

• As a means of limiting soil erosion, preserving 
rural character, scenic views, and 
watersheds, adopt hillside development 
standards that help retain natural 
topographic features and minimize scarring 
from hillside construction. 
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Cluster zoning is a method of subdivision design 
that groups, or “clusters,” homes in one portion 
of a site and preserves the remainder of the 
site as open space. This remaining open space 
can be used for recreation, conservation, 
viewshed protection, stormwater management, 
or agriculture. Cluster zoning allows the same 
number of homes that would be allowed in a 
conventional subdivision. However the layout 
and design of the site is regulated according to 
special design standards.   

Pittsford has already implemented a type of 
cluster development standards, which are 
known locally as “50/50 zoning” because the 
standards often require 50% of a subdivision to 
be allocated as open space. As a result of these 
standards, Pittsford has an extensive network 
of open spaces integrated into neighborhoods 
throughout the Town. While this network is a 
valuable asset to the community, residents have 
indicated that improvements to the placement 
and design of open spaces would help create a 
more cohesive and connected network. While 
the Town’s Zoning Code requires a 50% set-aside 
for open space, it does not include standards 
for the design and layout of those open spaces. 
Potential modifications to the Zoning Code to 
address this are:  
• Establish clear objectives regarding the 

function and purpose of open spaces (i.e. 
ecological, recreational, or agricultural) 

• Include standards that address the design 
of cluster groups (i.e. maximum number of 
units per cluster group, location, lot size, and 
setbacks) 

• Require landscape buffers between clusters 
and major roads (i.e. minimum depth and 
allowed tree/plant species)

• Through Town Code and other appropriate 
means, grant Planning Board authority to 
configure open space in a way that meets 
Town goals

A conventional development (32 lots.

A cluster development (32 lots)

Cluster Development & Zoning

Example of homes in a cluster development. 
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A strong sense of place is important to the 
health and vitality of any commercial district. 
A distinct place has a character, look, and feel 
that are unique to the community and reflect 
the heritage and experiences of the residents 
and business owners. 

What creates a sense of place? 
• Vitality and human activity
• Pedestrian friendly features
• Human-scaled buildings 
• A sense of safety and security 
• Proportions and architectural detailing that 

reflect regional traditions

Design standards can help a community 
create a sense of place by establishing 
objective, measurable, and enforceable 
requirements for development. By establishing 
clear goals at the beginning of the application 
process, design standards can expedite 
project review. Recommended updates to 
Pittsford’s Zoning Code to achieve this include:  

• Reduce minimum lot widths (currently 150 
feet minimum). 

• Strengthen signage provisions to address 
specific types of signs, sizes, colors, 
materials, lighting, and location.

• Require a minimum percentage of windows 
along a building façade.

• Require standards that prohibit parking lots 
to be constructed between the building 
façade and Monroe Avenue.

• Require pedestrian connections between 
parking lot and building entrances, and 
between adjacent lots; create design 
standards for those connections to address 
location, pavement markings, safety 
features, and lighting.

• Specify landscape design requirements 
(total amount of landscape area required, 
species, frequency, and location).

• Require frontage trees.
• Create non-discretionary architectural 

standards (roof pitch, building materials, 
awnings, cornices/eaves, windows, height 
encroachments, etc).

Commercial and Mixed-Use Design Standards 

Windows and street-facing entrances create a 
welcoming environment.

Rear-loaded parking helps preserve the streetscape. Appropriately scaled frontage landscaping, signage, and 
lighting. 
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The following photosimulations show Monroe 
Avenue at Pittsford Plaza today and with 
potential improvements. Buildings vary in 
height from 2-3 stories and are located close 
to the sidewalk, creating a sense of enclosure 
and human-scale. Building facades include 
sidewalk-facing entrances and transparent 
windows and awnings, which are inviting to 
pedestrians. Crosswalks are differentiated with 
pavement color, signaling to drivers to be 
aware of pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Monroe Avenue at Pittsford Plaza, looking North 
(Existing) 

Potential Future (1 to 2 stories) 

Potential Future (3 to 4 stories) 

A More Pedestrian-Friendly Monroe Avenue
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Monroe Avenue Transitional Zone - 
Planned Unit Development (MATZ PUD)
Policy
• Enhance the aesthetic character of the 

Monroe Avenue corridor, while mitigating 
potential detrimental impacts of traffic 
generated by new development. 

Actions 
• Modify development standards and reduce 

development thresholds allowed in the MATZ 
PUD to ensure that future development does 
not negatively impact roadway capacity, 
function of intersections, pedestrian/bicycle 
access, community aesthetics, visual 
character, or residential quality of life. 

• Require that plans for any additional 
building within the MATZ PUD must 
affirmatively demonstrate no detriment to 
traffic flow in  the corridor covered by the 
MATZ, or downstream in either direction.

• Develop landscape screening and buffer 
requirements for all properties along Monroe 
Avenue designed to enhance the visual 
character of the corridor.

• Require frontage landscaping, including 
frontage trees.

• Require buffering to adequately protect the 
aesthetic quality of trails, parks, and existing 
residential neighborhoods.

• Amend the MATZ PUD to give effect to 
actions recommended above. 

• Fully review the MATZ PUD in its entirety to 
evaluate whether it continues to serve the 
best interests of Pittsford, its residents, and 
to determine whether it is conducive to 
accomplishing goals for the Monroe Avenue 
Corridor stated in this Comprehensive Plan 
and in other statements of Town Policy. 

• Enact a moratorium on any development in 
the MATZ PUD pending completion of review 
of the MATZ PUD recommendations above. 

Scenic Corridors and Viewsheds
Policy
• Protect and enhance Pittsford’s viewsheds 

generally, with particular focus on rural and 
semi-rural views. 

Actions 
• Update Pittsford’s Scenic Resources 

Inventory and include identifying character-
defining features. The last such inventory was 
completed in 1996.  

• Develop a Scenic Resource Protection 
Plan that incorporates the inventory and 
designates significant scenic resources in the 
Town as well as policies and regulations to 
preserve scenic resources. 

• Adopt a Scenic Resource Overlay District 
to identify appropriate corridors and 
establish standards for maximum heights, 
signs, and landscape screening. Corridors 
should include Clover Street, Knickerbocker 
Road, Route 31 east of the Village of 
Pittsford, Mendon Road, Mendon Center 
Road, Jefferson Road west of the Village, 
East Jefferson from Mitchell Road to the 
Town Line, East Avenue, Willard Road, and 
Washington Road from the Village Line to 
I-490.

• Evaluate remaining undeveloped land to 
inventory scenic features of significance. 
After review and analysis of these features 
(corridors, hilltops, etc), state goals 
consistent with this Comprehensive Plan and 
furnish those goals to Town Planning Board 
as guidance. 
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The Town adopted a zoning district in 2011 
called the Monroe Avenue Transitional Zone 
(MATZ) Planned Unit Development (PUD), which 
is comprised of 60 acres of land between 
Pittsford Plaza and the Village of Pittsford. The 
MATZ PUD is located along Monroe Avenue, 
near the village/town border and is considered 
a gateway into the community. The PUD 
ordinance established specific development 

Potential Future

Monroe Avenue looking south towards the Village of PIttsford (Existing) 

thresholds and design requirements for the 
parcels within the zone. 

Recommended amendments to the MATZ 
PUD ordinance include limits to development 
thresholds and design standards that require 
significant buffering and landscaping 
requirements, pedestrian lighting, site gateway 
features, and a 10-foot wide multi-use path.  

Envisioning Monroe Avenue
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Historic Resources 
Policy
• Strengthen the Town’s commitment to 

historic preservation.

Actions 
• Promote the preservation of historic 

resources through the Landmark Property 
Tax Exemption.

• Leverage the historic Erie Canal to capitalize 
on promotion of historic resources and 
recreational amenities for biking, boating, 
running, and walking. 

• Promote the social and economic 
benefits of historic resources through a 
comprehensive outreach campaign that 
includes signage, marketing, local tours, 
and special events. Partner with local 
organizations that have similar historic 
preservation objectives.

• Apply for Certified Local Government 
(CLG) status (see sidebar). Utilize SHPO as a 
resource to facilitate achieving CLG status. 

• Permit designation of additional historic 
preservation districts in the Town, or 
investigate alternatives to historic 
preservation districts, including relying on 
current Residential Neighborhood Design 
review. 

• Review recommendations in the Updated 
Historic Resource Inventory and develop a 
historic preservation plan. 

 ○ Provide assistance to the DRHP Board as 
needed to facilitate implementation of 
the plan objectives. 

Certified Local Government  
The CLG program is administered by the 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic 
Preservation. The goal of the program is to 
encourage municipalities to develop and 
maintain community preservation efforts 
in coordination with land use planning. 
Participation in the GLG program allows 
municipalities to partner with state and 
federal agencies throughout the processes 
of identifying and evaluation community 
resources and protecting historic properties. 
Benefits of the program include:
• Access to technical assistance and 

training.

• Participation in an online network with 
over 60 other CLG communities.

• Ability to apply for grants to support local 
preservation and educational activities. 

Historic Districts 
A historic district is defined by the National 
Park Service as “a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction.” District 
designation recognizes that in many cases 
properties are significant not primarily as 
individual artifacts, but as part of a larger 
grouping of multiple buildings, structures, 
objects, and landscape features.

Districts can be listed in the State and 
National Registers of Historic Places. Such 
district designation is largely honorary 
and does not impose any restrictions or 
review requirements on owners using 
private funding. Local preservation district 
designation may subject owners to design 
review when making exterior alterations.
Properties included on the National Register  
are eligible for federal and state tax credits 
for rehabilitation. District designation can 
broaden eligibility to multiple property 
owners at once, thus amplifying the 
possibility of using these incentives to 
promote investment and revitalization.
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Natural Resources 
Policies 
• Preserve and protect the Town’s natural 

resources, including water quality, soil 
quality, wetlands, forest lands and wood 
lots, wildlife corridors, agricultural lands, and 
stream corridors/riparian systems.

• Encourage the use of rain gardens, 
bioswales, and green infrastructure in site 
development. 

Actions
• Evaluate incorporation of Green 

Infrastructure standards for new 
development into the Town’s ordinances. 

• Review the Town’s existing ordinances and 
management practices related to water 
resources management and update where 
necessary to ensure protection of key 
watersheds (such as riparian and stream 
buffer standards).

• Evaluate the Town’s grading and 
excavation requirements to ensure 
consistency with New York State Standards 
and Specification for Erosion and Sediment 
Control, which provides criteria for 
minimizing erosion and sediment impacts 
from construction activity involving soil 
disturbance. Modify the Town’s zoning 
ordinance to require that applications for 
new development include an Erosion/
Stormwater Control Plan. 

• Adopt dark sky lighting standards that 
prohibit light trespass for residential and 
commercial uses.

Green Infrastructure 

Green infrastructure can help protect water 
quality and reduce stormwater runoff by 
using vegetation, soils, and natural processes 
to manage and treat stormwater. A site 
outfitted with green infrastructure can mimic 
nature by soaking up and storing water. 
Green infrastructure elements can be easily 
incorporated into parking lot designs to help 
mitigate the effects of stormwater runoff. 
Some elements of green infrastructure 
elements include the following:

• Bioswales. Vegetated open trenches 
designed to temporarily store and infiltrate 
stormwater. 

• Pervious pavements. A porous pavement 
surface that lets stormwater percolate and 
infiltrate, rather than going directly into 
the public drainage system. In addition to 
reducing runoff, pervious pavements can 
trap solids and filter pollutants from the 
water. 

• Wildflowers. A diverse mix of low 
maintenance, deep rooting wilflowers 
and grass species can provide shade, 
stormwater infiltration, and a pleasant 
visual experience. 

• Tree box filters. There are multiple types 
of tree box planters that collect and 
absorb runoff from sidewalks, parking 
lots, and streets. They are placed at the 
curb, typically where storm drain inlets 
are positioned and are ideal for locations 
where space is limited.

An example of a bioswale. 
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Agricultural Resources 
Policies
• Preserve and protect agricultural lands in 

the Town.

• Support a viable farming industry in the Town 
and the continuing evolution of regional 
agriculture.

Actions 
• Support and promote programs for 

agri-tourism and the purchase of local 
agricultural products, through the 
development of marketing materials and 
brochures. 

• Continue to promote the Town’s Greenprint 
and Purchase of Development Rights, where 
practicable, by identifying eligible parcels 
and pursuing partnerships and funding 
resources. 

• Evaluate the Town’s residential open space 
zoning regulations to identify modifications, 
where needed, to ensure that cluster zoning 
requirements contribute to the protection of 
farmlands in the Town. 

• Continue to promote policies and activities 
that foster growth of farming and farming-
related businesses, such as farms stands, 
farmer’s markets, and pick-your-own farms. 

Service Provision
Policies 
• Maintain and upgrade, as needed, the 

Town’s drainage network and sanitary sewer 
infrastructure.

• Ensure the provision of services reflects 
potential future growth, as well as the 
community’s changing demographics, such 
as an aging population.

Actions 
• Continue to inventory and monitor the 

capacity and condition of the Town’s water 
and sewer infrastructure. 

• Continue to evaluate, plan for, and 
implement necessary repairs and upgrades 
to the Town’s infrastructure, taking into 
consideration future changes in the 
community, necessary maintenance, 
improvements, and costs.

• Monitor the amount and scale of potential 
future development, forecasted population 
changes and demographic shifts that may 
affect needed infrastructure and services for 
Pittsford residents. 
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The Town’s transportation system consists of 
highways, roads, sidewalks, bicycle facilities, 
transit facilities and trails. This section includes 
policies to guide future decisions that will help 
maintain and improve an efficient and equitable 
transportation system. 

Goal 2: Develop a balanced and efficient 
transportation system that provides choices, 
supports the Town’s land use vision, protects 
neighborhoods from adverse transportation 
effects, and reinforces livability.

Policies 
• Maintain and improve the Town’s roadway 

system consistent with the Future Land Use 
Plan, Community Character policies, and 
Scenic Resources Overlay District, respecting 
the unique aesthetic and historic character 
of the Town. 

• Ensure that new development is consistent 
with the identified function and capacity of, 
and adopted performance measures for, 
affected transportation facilities. 

Actions 
• Develop and implement a local Complete 

Streets policy to encourage and create 
safe and inviting transportation facilities for 
pedestrians, cyclists, and cars.  

• Develop a long-term plan for bicycle use 
that meets the needs of recreational cyclists, 
families, commuters, and seniors, including 
providing bike racks at key destinations. 

• Monitor (count and assess) traffic volumes 
on all arterial and major collector roads, and 
other selected roads as needed, to assist in 
planning and capital facility programs.

• Conduct periodic walkability and bikability 
audits along routes to schools to identify 

opportunities and needs for safety and 
infrastructure improvements.

• Continue to assess traffic speeds and 
volumes around schools. Implement traffic 
calming in areas immediately around 
schools where indicated by speed and 
volume. 

• Continue to pursue Safe Routes to School 
funding to fill gaps in the sidewalk network.

• Enhance enforcement of pedestrian 
crosswalks.  

• Implement recommendations identified 
in the Pittsford Active Transportation Plan 
related to complete streets and bicycle 
facilities. 

• Establish Mobility Management Corridors 
for which level of service (LOS) standards 
for intersections are tailored to reflect 
the unique conditions and community 
objectives in the area. 

• Review transportation system impacts of 
proposed developments within Mobility 
Management Corridors and require 
appropriate mitigation, as necessary. 
Prohibit development approval if the 
development will cause the level of 
service within the corridor to fall below 
the established standard, unless demand 
management or other system improvements 
are provided to mitigate the transportation 
impacts.

Mobility
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The Town and Village are currently developing 
an Active Transportation Plan that will encompass 
both communities.  Active transportation refers to 
human powered mobility, primarily walking and 
biking. The promotion of active transportation 
is important to the Pittsford community, as 
demonstrated by the many biking and walking 
opportunities the Town currently provides. There 
are significant benefits of active transportation:

• Economic. Provides an opportunity for 
community members to make affordable 
mobility choices. 

• Health.  Facilitates healthy choices. 

• Environment. Promotes conservation of 
sensitive natural areas. 

• Social & Safety. Increases opportunities for 
social interaction, eyes on the street, and 
social mobility.

Pittsford’s Active Transportation Plan 

What is a Complete Street?

A “complete street” can be defined in multiple 
ways. The National Complete Streets Coalition 
defines a “complete street” as a transportation 
facility that is planned, designed, operated, 
and maintained to provide safe mobility for all 
users including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists 
and transit riders of all ages and abilities. 
Whereas, the New York State Department of 
Transportation defines a “complete street” as 
a roadway planned and designed to consider 
the safe, convenient access and mobility of 
roadway users of all ages and abilities including 
children, the elderly, and persons with disabilities. 
Both definitions, while different, have the 
same goals of creating an accessible, safe, 
comfortable, and convenient connection for all 
users. 
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Healthy living infrastructure includes parks, 
playgrounds, open spaces, sports fields, 
sidewalks, and trails. The Town of Pittsford 
offers an exceptional network of healthy living 
infrastructure, which is inventoried and described 
in Appendix A, Existing Conditions. This section 
includes recommendations for future support of 
healthy living features that will contribute to the 
community’s quality of life. 

Goal 3: Increase the use of parks and open 
space, and promote healthy living through an 
interconnected network of parks, trails, and 
open spaces. 

Open Space
Policy 
• Expand and maintain the Town’s extensive 

and diverse network of open spaces.

Actions 
• Develop a Town-wide Open Space 

Management Plan that inventories types 
of open spaces and identifies desired uses, 
maintenance, and promotion (see sidebar).

• Use the Open Space Management Plan 
in conjunction with Cluster Development 
zoning to create contiguous areas of open 
space.

• Provide training and education for Planning 
Board members about Cluster Zoning, Open 
Space management and connectivity to 
facilitate evaluation of future development 
applications. 

• Prioritize planting of native landscaping. 

Open Space Management Plan 

The Town of Pittsford has over 1,000 acres 
of open space lands, much of which was 
established during the development process, 
through zoning regulations that require 50% 
of a proposed subdivision to be set aside as 
open space. The resulting extensive network 
of open space lands  is a valuable asset in 
the community and complements the Town’s 
established trails and parks system. 
There are many ways a community can use 
and manage open spaces: active/passive 
recreation, agriculture, ecological purposes, 
stormwater management, and habitat 
protection. 
An Open Space Management Plan is an 
effective way to ensure that open spaces are 
maintained and used appropriately, while 
remaining safe, connected, and accessible to 
community members. 

An Open Space Management Plan typically 
includes the following components: 

• Detailed inventory of open spaces 
(location, type, size, identified natural 
features); 

• Classification system (by type of use, 
features, or function);

• Determination of desired uses: passive/
active (recreation, ecological, agricultural, 
stormwater, viewshed, forests, meadows);

• Maintenance Plan (tree maintenance, 
weed abatement, wildlife);

• Financial plan: maintenance costs 
(potential sharing with homeowners);  

• Encroachment plan and enforcement; 

• Signage, wayfinding, and promotion 
programs.

Healthy Living
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Sidewalks, & Trails 
Policy
• Create an uninterrupted network of multi-

modal trails and sidewalks throughout the 
Town, with connections to parks, open 
spaces, commercial nodes, the Village of 
Pittsford, intra-jurisdictional trail systems and 
adjacent communities.

Actions 
• Use the Active Transportation Plan to guide 

priorities for trail and sidewalk connections, 
with emphasis on the following:

 ○ Monroe Avenue between the Village of 
Pittsford and Pittsford Plaza;

 ○ Connections between the southern 
portion of the Town to the Village of 
Pittsford and Pittsford Plaza;

 ○ East Avenue from the Village of Pittsford 
to the Town boundary.  

• Form partnerships with land owners to 
develop trail and sidewalk connections.

• Apply for funding to complete connections. 
Examples include the Consolidated Funding 
Application: Recreational Trails Program, 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic 
Preservation, Environmental Protection Fund, 
and GTC Bicycle and Pedestrian STP set 
aside. 

• Identify near term priorities for sidewalk and 
trail projects as part of the Town’s planning 
for capital projects.

• Continue to implement the Town’s sidewalk 
enhancement program. 

• Implement the Active Transportation Plan. 

Promotion
Policy 
• Continue to promote open space, parks 

and trail facilities to residents and visitors.  

Action
• Develop and implement a system-wide 

Signage and Wayfinding Plan.

• Develop and distribute a brochure for the 
parks, open space, and trail system.

• Collaborate with community organizations, 
the Village of Pittsford, the Towns of Perinton, 
Brighton, Victor, and Mendon to promote 
the trail system. 

• Use education and promotional programs 
to highlight the Town’s healthy living 
assets, including recreational facilities, 
sports fields, open spaces, parks, trails, 
and the Erie Canal--through the Town’s 
newsletter, website, and other methods of 
communication. 
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Recreation 
Policies 
• Maintain and expand outdoor active and 

passive recreation facilities for the continued 
use and enjoyment of residents and visitors 
of all ages. 

• Ensure that all public recreational 
facilities can be reached through safe 
routes for bicycling, walking, and public 
transportation.

Actions
• Review the Parks Master Plan periodically 

to identify necessary updates to reflect 
changing demographics, conditions, needs 
and improvements.

• Implement recommendations identified in 
the Pittsford Active Transportation Plan.
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The Town of Pittsford has developed relationships 
with community organizations, the Village 
of Pittsford, and adjacent communities to 
ensure that areas of common concern will 
interact on an inter-municipal scale. Continued 
collaboration will be important in the future to 
enhance trail connections, access to parks, 
infrastructure provision, and to mitigate potential 
impacts of new growth, where possible. Existing 
agreements should be continued where 
practical and appropriate. 

Goal 4: Continue to pursue partnerships 
and collaborative efforts with community 
organizations, state and local agencies, and 
adjacent municipalities. 

Policy
• Maintain relationships and support 

cooperation with adjacent municipalities, 
the Village of Pittsford, PIttsford Chamber 
of Commerce, state and county agencies, 
Pittsford Schools, and local volunteer 
organizations to preserve and enhance the 
quality of life for Pittsford residents. 

Actions 
• Continue cooperation with voluntary 

organizations and non-profit entities that 
enhance the quality of life in Pittsford, such 
as the Pittsford Chamber of Commerce, 
Volunteer Fire Department and Volunteer 
Ambulance, Historic Pittsford, and others. 

• Continue collaboration with St. John Fisher 
College and Nazareth College.

• Explore and pursue partnerships with private 
sector entities in ongoing implementation of 
the Comprehensive Plan.  

• Investigate ways that advisory and decision-
making boards communicate and provide 
comment. Develop recommendations to 

resolve potential gaps or conflicts. 

• Continue work by the Leadership 
Committee, consisting of the Town 
Supervisor, Village Mayor, and School 
District Superintendent, to identify issues 
that affect all three jurisdictions and 
identify opportunities for mutual assistance, 
including: 

 ○ Addressing potential impacts of 
growth and development on regional 
infrastructure (transportation, stormwater, 
etc);

 ○ Joint funding applications for inter-
municipal projects, such as new trails, 
sidewalks, and improvements to regional 
destinations and parks. 

Partnerships and Administration
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Chapter 3: Plan 
Implementation and 
Administration
The Comprehensive Plan is used by the Town 
Board, Planning Board, Design and Historic 
Review Board, staff, and the public the 
guide decisions about the built and natural 
environment. The policies contained in the Plan 
guide existing implementation mechanisms (i.e. 
provide direction for evaluating development 
and zoning proposals) as well as guiding future 
actions that will help achieve the vision and 
goals identified in the Plan. 

Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan is the 
first step in the implementation process. It is 
the product of many years of efforts on the 
part of the Town, including elected leadership 
and residents. Continuing action to implement 
the plan will be necessary to have a lasting 
impact. There are a variety of mechanisms used 
to implement the policies and actions in the 
Comprehensive Plan.

Mechanisms to Implement the 
Comprehensive Plan 

Zoning Ordinance 
The Zoning ordinance and accompanying 
Zoning Map prescribe the type and intensity 
of uses that may be placed on a property. All 
property in the Town is classified within a certain 
zoning district. The Zoning Map is the primary 
means by which the use and intensity of land 
use recommendations of the Comprehensive 
Plan are implemented. 

Subdivision Regulations 
Subdivision regulations are the basic tool for 
controlling the division of lands and contain 
regulations for dividing parcels of land into lots of 
any size and for the provision of public facilities, if 
required.  
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Capital Improvement Plan
The Capital Improvement Plan serves as a 
guide for efficient provision of public facilities. 
It is published annually and proposed the 
development, upgrade, and replacement 
of physical public projects of a multi-year 
period. The Capital Improvement Plan identifies 
the sequential order of projects based on a 
schedule of priorities and assigns an estimated 
cost and funding method for each project. 

Additional Studies and Special Topic 
Plans
Additional planning studies that focus on 
specific topics are a means to implement 
recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan. 
Examples include Open Space Management 
Plans, Parks Master plan, and Scenic Corridor 
Plans. 

Updating the Plan 

Periodic Updates and Annual Review 
The Comprehensive Plan is the Town’s overall 
policy guide for the growth and development 
of Pittsford. It is recommended that the Town 
conduct period updates of the Comprehensive 
Plan at least every 7 to 10 years to remain 
current and relevant, with a particular focus on 
the Plan’s policies and actions.  In addition, Town 
staff should undertake an annual review of the 
Plan to assess progress in implementation and 
set priorities for the coming year. To maintain the 
Plan’s relevance, the Town should undertake 
a major re-evaluation and update of the Plan 
every 10 years. 

Amendments to the Plan
It is recommended that the Town establish and 
adopt procedures for amendments to the Plan 
that are not part of a periodic update, but that 
may be suggested by the Town Board, a private 
property owner, an organization or a local 
government designee.  

Criteria for Amendments to the Plan
It is recommended that the Town develop 
criteria for approval of Plan Amendments 
initiated by private property owners. It is 
suggested that proposed amendments meet at 
least one or more of the following criteria: 

• Significant changes have occurred since the 
adoption of the Comprehensive Plan that 
necessitate the proposed amendment;

• Inconsistencies in land use or other plan 
policies exist in the adopted Comprehensive 
Plan that affect the Town’s growth and 
development; 

• The Town’s ability to achieve the goals of 
the Plan will be increased or the operations 
of Town government will be enhanced;

• The Plan’s policies or actions inhibit the 
ability of the Town to achieve other public 
policy objectives;

• Substantial improvement in the quality of life 
for Town residents will be achieved;

• Adoption of the proposed amendment is 
necessary to incorporate public policies 
established by the Town that are not 
reflected in the Comprehensive Plan.  
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